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1. On 26 October 1954, a confidential meeting was hseld by the Comm:ittee
for German Unity. This meeting was sttended by the chairmen of GDR
political parties and the editors~ir-chief of GDR newspapers. 25X1
Walter Ulbricht, on this occasion, spoke on the taske of the
political parties and the press. In his speech, Ulbricht stated
that it was the mission of the political parties and of the
National Front to discuss, in small circles, the events of the
recent general elections. Ulbricht sdmiited that the population,
in this respect, had voiced concerns which rust not be overlooked.
liuci. of the criticism voiced was justified. On the other hand,

i% must be corsidered that some pecple had suddenly indulged in

o dangerous jnclination of blackening everything that lent itself
%0 criticiam. This tendency toward negative criticism had
increased after the elections because the population had not
understood the character of the democratic election procedure.
This could only happen because the polifiical parties had utterly
neglected their duties in the re-education of certain bourgecis
circles. lioreover, these parties had put up with ideclegical
shortcomings which formed g hotbed for hostile propaganda.
Ulbricht stated that it was inadvisable to discuss these problems
in public at the present moment. It would, therefore, be Incorrect
tactice to deal with this situation in the press. The most vrgent
task of the press was to show the uierman population, on the basis
cof the situation prevailing in West Germany, .cw right the policies
¢f the GDR Government are.

2. Ulbricht then proceeded to criticize the GDR press. He atated that
every careful reader could not help but feel that GDR newspaperu
were run by nincompoops. Ulbricht referred %o the imminent elections
in West Berlin, Hesse, and Bavaria. These elections, saccoriing to
him, offered a chance of pointing out the funidamental dififzrence
between zeneral elections in East and West Germany with rejard to
both the electoral procedure and the selection of candidates.

Rarely did it happen, however, that a newspaper in the CDR ruvlished
even a short notice on these elections in Test Germany. I~ tuasion was
r1¥® in Bonn. The government coalition was cndanrered by serious
rifts. Adenzuer had been compelled to threaten the promulgation
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of a state of emergency. Jo information whatsoever anpeared on
these aflairs in the GIR press. Bditors of newspapers completely
failsd to realize the jreat line in politics. The moment was

vory prayitious for an overthrow of Adenauer's governuent but
vothing was done by the newspapers to incite public indignation
inst the Test German Chancellor aasd jive the sismal for a
coneentrated attack against his rule. The occasional reproduction
oi articles published by the GED press service was comnletely
inadequate. Tae GDR population wanted %o be appealed to by men
winon they know in person. The editors-in-chief of newspapers
237, tinerefore, be aware of their vital mission at this
juacture and should nourish the indignation of the population
against reaction and fan its enthusiasm in the i ht for the
re-unii"ication of Germaay.
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